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Congratulations, Wilco
Date: March 24

Mileage: 31.3

March mileage: 247.2

Temperature upon departure: 34

On the iPod: "Waiting for Something" ~ Sense Field

This is

Wilco van

den Akker,

and he's

someone

you've

never heard

of. Google

his name,

and all

you'll see is

references

to a site

called Sleepmonsters and a bunch of stuff supposedly in Dutch. But

don't be fooled by his obscurity. This guy is one hardcore adventure

racer.

This morning, Wilco won the 1,110-mile Iditarod Invitational march to

Nome in something just shy of 27 days. He's one of only two people

who attempted to finish the race past the 350-mile mark, after nearly

two dozen dropped out. He's spent nearly a month hiking through this

godforsaken Alaska wilderness, watching dogsledder after dogsledder

go by - and seeing few other signs of civilization. When he finally

arrived in Nome, at 12:04 this morning, the only people there to greet

him were two local police officers - who were probably more

concerned about the motivations of this punch-drunk, frozen stranger
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concerned about the motivations of this punch-drunk, frozen stranger

stumbling into town in the middle of the night than they were

interested in greeting the man who quietly won the "other" race to

Nome.

I continue to be amazed just how little attention this race receives,

even locally, when this has got to be one of the toughest - if not the

toughest ultramarathon in the world. In the modern world, we like our

races bigger, badder, faster, longer. We like to watch athletes push the

extreme until there's nowhere to go but over the edge. These guys have

reached the edge. It really doesn't get a whole lot harder. So why the

disinterest? A local columnist made a good point about it recently:

"And we, who sleep in warm beds almost every night, think the

Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race is a spectacular challenge," Craig Medred

wrote in the Anchorage Daily News. "That would make the Invitational

a truly unbelievable event. Maybe that's why it gets so little attention."

So I just wanted to give a shout out to Wilco, even though he's a

runner in a race I wanted to see go to the cyclists. But all the cyclists

quit. And Wilco didn't. That's saying something.

Speaking of laboring in obscurity, I also want to encourage anyone

who has a soft spot in their heart for acoustic punk rock to check out

Hamell on Trial. I interviewed this guy today and he's hilarious.

Imagine what would happen if the Dead Milkmen sold their bitchin

Camero and tried to raise a toddler (a child who happens to feel

righteous indignation against the current administration) - and you

have Mr. Hamell. His show should be hours of fun.
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miss king said...

That man is amazing.

5:00 PM

Tom Stormcrowe said...

Now that is an IRON MAN!

7:13  PM

Mike said...
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M Y  I D I T A R O D  S T O R Y

One: Knik to Skwentna

Two: Skwentna to Puntilla

Three: Rainy Pass

Four: Rohn

Five: Rohn to Farewell Burn

Six: Farewell Burn to Nikolai

Seven: Ghost trail to McGrath

Iditarod Trail Invitational

My NPR Iditarod blog

B L O G  A R C H I V E

►  2009 (151)

►  2008 (267)

►  2007 (310)

▼  2006 (253)

►  December (19)

►  November (20)

►  October (21)

►  September (19)

►  August (16)

►  July (18)

►  June (16)

►  May (16)

►  April (25)

▼  March (26)

Work too hard

Step away from the cereal

Cycling as a cure-all

I hurt

Signs of Spring

CrAzY mAn! 

Cool blog.

"Hey Mikey! He likes it!"

1:29  AM

filtersweep said...

Alaska seems to draw all sorts of "characters" :)

10:03 AM

Shawn Kielty said...

Roger that Wilco dude. -- wow. Purely an animal. 

The problem with walking is that it's too slow. It's at the pace

of a book, you know -- "Stranger in the Forest -- On foot across

Borneo" (you might like that) or "Desert Solitaire" (no doubt

you've read that). We can read about that later. 

That same four hundred miles in Nascar takes -- what just 20

commercials. We want our stuff big, you bet, but we'd prefer it

now. Not in twenty seven days. We want to vote the losers off

the island, rather than wait to see if they are really strong

enough, and watch the adventure weekly from an easy chair.

And follow it with a dose of "your fired." 

It is a truly amazing feat -- the trip that Wilco made.

8:27 PM

Anonymous said...

Hi there from boring holland. Thanx for your enthousiasm

about this race. It really is something else isn't it? If you like

you can check Wilco's site:

www.planetbyfoot.nl

We also kept a diary during his race with the help of a

satellitephone he kept with him. Pics are also available. I know

I know...lot of dutch language crap but still.....greetz from

holland :-)

Jeroen

12:40  PM

Shawn Kielty said...

"Ultraloper" is such a great word. even when spoken in

English.
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English.

8:54  PM

unique_stephen said...

Wow, thanks. I'm sitting here in my office in Sydney, Australia.

About as far from ice and snow as can be. Reading your

wintery bike riding posts I cant help but to be awear of just

how big and different the world is and how many ways there

are to live a life.

10:53 PM

http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/signs-of-spring.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/slogging-blogger.html
https://www.blogger.com/comment.g?blogID=18615538&postID=114327923973602544&isPopup=true
http://www.blogger.com/blog-this.g
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/feeds/114327923973602544/comments/default
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/slogging-blogger.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/im-not-here-right-now.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/first-day-of-sick.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/you-learn-something-new.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/like-these-pictures.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/flirting-with-hypothermia.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/back-to-trail.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/floppy-mining.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/hey-this-is-my-blog.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/kickn-it-old-school.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/from-cold-sunlight.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/commuted.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/it-does-exist.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/looking-for-heroes.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/good-fight.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/cliches.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/backyard-backcountry.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/aftermath.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/this-guy-wants-in.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/crazy-race.html
javascript:void(0)
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006_02_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2005-01-01T00%3A00%3A00-09%3A00&updated-max=2006-01-01T00%3A00%3A00-09%3A00&max-results=50
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/02/susitna-sustained.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/06/fifth-place.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/07/little-soggy-little-foggy.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/07/why-i-like-endurance.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/02/susitna-2-chapter-1.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/02/susitna-2-chapter-2.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/02/susitna-2-chapter-3.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/02/susitna-2-chapter-4.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/05/evolution.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/06/best-24-ever.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/08/golden-circle.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html?showComment=1143611640000#c114361166753226519
http://www.blogger.com/profile/01137046158732977521
http://maps.google.com/?ll=-33.773525,151.113135&spn=0.002109,0.003626&t=k
http://emunctory.blogspot.com/2006/02/camping.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html?showComment=1144392780000#c114439281332897417


21-09-09 13:52Up in Alaska: Congratulations, Wilco

Pagina 5 van 9http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html

Dear Canada: Fear me

Oh, the places we'll ride

Smells like spring

12 hours in photos

Beyond dead ends

First day of spring

Juneau multisport

Ode to Pugsley

Camping in January

So much beauty it'll make you cry

10 tips for snow cycling

Pugsley's first sun ride

Liquid Gray Infinity

The Precedent

Did Juneau

Work too hard

Of Dogs and Cyclists

Fundamentals of Basketball

Perserverance

User

A L A S K A N S

AK Spokes

Alaska bike girl

Bicycles and icicles

Carey

Cory Smith

Ed Plumb

Epic Eric

Evan Hone

Geoff

Julie

Juneau eco-mommie

Kathi

Mary Haley

Muskegger

My Chain Driven Ride

Phil in Nome

Sweet Pixels

Wannabe musher

http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/06/dear-canada-fear-me.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/05/oh-places-well-ride.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/05/smells-like-spring.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/05/12-hours-in-photos.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/05/beyond-dead-ends.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/03/first-day-of-spring.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/04/juneau-multisport.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/02/ode-to-pugsley.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/01/camping-in-january.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2008/01/so-much-beauty-itll-make-you-cry.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/12/snow-riding-tips.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/11/pugsleys-first-sun-ride.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/01/liquid-gray-infinity.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/10/precedent.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/10/did-juneau.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/work-too-hard.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/hey-this-is-my-blog.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2005/12/more-sunset-goodness.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/06/perseverance.html
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2007/07/user.html
http://akspokes.com/
http://akbikegirl.blogspot.com/
http://www.alaskabikeblog.blogspot.com/
http://theahopejames.blogspot.com/
http://www.endurefun.com/
http://edplumb.blogspot.com/
http://epiceric.blogspot.com/
http://evanak-onemoremile.blogspot.com/
http://akrunning.blogspot.com/
http://alaskab4udie.blogspot.com/
http://juneauecomommie.blogspot.com/
http://www.iditarodtrailinvitational.blogspot.com/
http://maryhaley.blogspot.com/
http://muskegger.wordpress.com/
http://runfromms.blogspot.com/
http://nomemisadventures.blogspot.com/
http://sweet-pixels.blogspot.com/
http://wannabemusher.blogspot.com/


21-09-09 13:52Up in Alaska: Congratulations, Wilco

Pagina 6 van 9http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html

C Y C L I S T S

24 hours of biking

50K Loop

Bedrock and Paradox

Big ring circus

Big Wheel Building

Bike Blog NYC

Bike riding donut guy

Biking in a Zen manner

Bluecolnago

Cellarrat

Commute by bike

Cyclelicious

Cycling lyfestyle

Cycling Sasquatch

Danielle Musto

Dave and Lynda

Dave Byers

Dr. Logan

Drunk Cyclist

EdE MTB

Enjoying the Ride

Epic Adam

Fat cyclist

Filtersweep

Fonk

Fractureline

Gewilli

Gooney Riders

Guitar Ted

Gwadzilla

Hill junkie

I ride, I write

JayP

Jeff Kerkove

Jeny Jo

Keep it street level

Kent's Bike Blog

Key West diary

Large fella

Lauren

http://24hoursofbiking.blogspot.com/
http://50kloopns.blogspot.com/
http://bedrockandparadox.blogspot.com/
http://bigringcircus.blogspot.com/
http://lacemine29.blogspot.com/
http://bikeblognyc.com/
http://bike-riding-donut-guy.blogspot.com/
http://extrmtao.blogspot.com/
http://www.bluecolnago.blogspot.com/
http://cellarrat.blogspot.com/
http://commutebybike.com/
http://www.cyclelicio.us/
http://cyclinglyfestyle.blogspot.com/
http://advancedsasquatch.blogspot.com/
http://daniellemusto.blogspot.com/
http://2-epic.com/
http://davebyers.blogspot.com/
http://eatmorehummus.blogspot.com/
http://drunkcyclist.com/
http://edemtbs.blogspot.com/
http://enjoying-the-ride.blogspot.com/
http://epicriding.blogspot.com/
http://www.fatcyclist.com/
http://filtersweep.blogspot.com/
http://fonkcyclist.blogspot.com/
http://fractureline.blogspot.com/
http://gewilli.blogspot.com/
http://gooneyriders.typepad.com/gooney_riders/
http://g-tedproductions.blogspot.com/
http://www.gwadzilla.blogspot.com/
http://hilljunkie.blogspot.com/
http://irideiwrite.wordpress.com/
http://www.jaypsdirt.com/
http://www.jeffkerkove.net/
http://jenyjomtbbliss.blogspot.com/
http://keepitstreetlevel.blogspot.com/
http://kentsbike.blogspot.com/
http://www.conchscooter.blogspot.com/
http://istanbultea.typepad.com/largefellaonabike/
http://lhaughey.blogspot.com/


21-09-09 13:52Up in Alaska: Congratulations, Wilco

Pagina 7 van 9http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html

Lazy randonneur

Life Bikin

Life Cycle

Love 2 Ride

Lunatic biker

Mark

Mello Velo

Minus Car

MN Commuter

Move it Fred

Mrs. North 60

Namrita

Nonconform cycling

Off Camber

Old man

Onespeeder

Planetary gears

Psychalist

Randy

Ready to ride

Ridden words

Roc Bike

Roger Kramer

Scott Morris

Selma lee

Shawn Kielty

Slipangles

Spokin Sportsman

Super fly

Surly Blog

Sweet Chuck

Tales from the Tube

Team Dicky

The amazing shrinking man

The blasphemous bicycler

Tomi McMillar

Trail Hog

Tuco Rides

Ultra Rob

Velocipete

http://www.thelazyrandonneur.blogspot.com/
http://lifebikin.blogspot.com/
http://life-cycle.blogspot.com/
http://love2ridezzzzz.blogspot.com/
http://lunaticbiker.blogspot.com/
http://mgrinrr.blogspot.com/
http://mellowvelo.blogspot.com/
http://minuscar.blogspot.com/
http://mnbicyclecommuter.blogspot.com/
http://moveitfredbybike.blogspot.com/
http://northsixty.com/
http://www.namrita.blogspot.com/
http://nonconformcycling.blogspot.com/
http://offcamber.typepad.com/
http://www.oldmanandhisbike.blogspot.com/
http://www.onespeeder.com/
http://planetary-gears.blogspot.com/
http://psychalist.blogspot.com/
http://nola_racing.blogspot.com/
http://readytoride.biz/
http://riddenwords.konamoxt.com/
http://www.rocbike.com/
http://www.rogerkramercycling.org/HTML/blog.php
http://www.topofusion.com/diary/
http://selmalee.blogspot.com/
http://shawnkielty.blogspot.com/
http://slipangles.blogspot.com/
http://www.ssportsman.com/
http://mtb-superfly.blogspot.com/
http://www.surlybikes.com/surlyblog.html
http://thoughtsofsweetchuck.blogspot.com/
http://barkernews.blogspot.com/
http://teamdicky.blogspot.com/
http://theamazingshrinkingman.blogspot.com/
http://www.bonius.com/blog/
http://tomi-mcmillar.blogspot.com/
http://trailhog.blogspot.com/
http://tucorides.blogspot.com/
http://www.ultrarob.com/blog/
http://velocipete.blogspot.com/


21-09-09 13:52Up in Alaska: Congratulations, Wilco

Pagina 8 van 9http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html

I D I T A R O D  R A C E R S

Aidan Harding

Cory Smith

Ed Plumb

Geoff Roes

Isabel Lopez

JayP

John Ross

Louise Koben

Phil Hofstetter

Riccardo Ghirardi

Rocky Reifenstuhl

O T H E R  C O O L  B L O G S

Adventures in voluntary simplicity

Chasing down life

Funny Utahn Kristina

Generalized nonsense

Jennoit

Keep on Sledding

My beautiful sister

Outdoors Pro

F O L L O W E R S

with Google Friend Connect

Followers (354) More »

Already a member? Sign in

 Follow

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.iamnotasinglespeeder.blogspot.com/
http://www.endurefun.com/
http://edplumb.blogspot.com/
http://akrunning.blogspot.com/
http://isabelgaia.blogspot.com/
http://www.jaypsdirt.com/
http://www.dazeoftundra.com/
http://www.larutalou.blogspot.com/
http://nomemisadventures.blogspot.com/
http://www.riccardo-ghirardi.com/
http://www.arcticrecreation.com/files/Arctic_Recreation.html
http://adventuresinvoluntarysimplicity.blogspot.com/
http://runningdownlife.blogspot.com/
http://adamandkristinapulsipher.blogspot.com/
http://generalized-nonsense.blogspot.com/
http://jennoit.blogspot.com/
http://keeponsledding.blogspot.com/
http://chrisandlisac.blogspot.com/
http://outdoorspro.blogspot.com/
http://www.statcounter.com/


21-09-09 13:52Up in Alaska: Congratulations, Wilco

Pagina 9 van 9http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/congratulations-wilco.html

» Blogs that link here

S I T E  F E E D

Site Feed

 

http://www.technorati.com/search/http://arcticglass.blogspot.com?cc=hc3w9knjgm
http://www.technorati.com/?cc=hc3w9knjgm
http://arcticglass.blogspot.com/2006/03/%3C$BlogSiteFeedUrl$%3E

